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Peter Eilis Jcnes' book: BAi'|GOR 1883-i983 A Siuriv in h{tixicipzi iioie{ni?iet*,
Cartiifff ati-ta,aPi i986, hsludes vari*rr's pieces of informaticn= Eefore 1883, ihe Loeal
Board cuccee.Sed ii a*quidng a iibr*ry +lr<1 r+agiing rosfii. iFr+m pp.46-5i: "Capt. J+hn

Jones, a native oiBang+r, estabiished a museum in 1851 t+ sriibit his umque coiiectian of
oirrios, v;hich he had ac+drffii frcin maoy lands ili the course cf a l*ng *ztaar at sea. He
offercd his eoiiestion iR 187fi ta the ioeai Eoaril,.enircating ii to aet as irusiee fcr ihe
citizfifis *i Bangar, so that the er'ilection ffiight 'oo presei'r,eri anrl e,nlarged. i-Lrf+rnrnaie$
the Brrard yv-as r-roi abie io acs-*pi ihe girit sir..rce ii had no auihor'rty to ie-rry a rzifr li:r- ihe
i"rmiiing and irrahterarlre sithe sstabtishmen:. The Board viewed the gitrt as a fo-rrndaticn

far its brcader visisn af a iibrary. rcailffig rooffi anii ex-rriilition hail complex. aiid
detelmined rtlt it: iet this spp+rfEfidly Fass. A petitian was pressirt+d ts the Seeretary of
Siate i=*r ihe Florrre Dapat'ment entreating him t* draft a Biil +,'hich fii+l*',J enabiff Lscai
B*ar<is t* adopi ihe P'.rhiic tibraries Act, 1355. ,4n Act was fiubseque.fi*lly Fassed r*ririch

embcriied this reqtresl and ai a meetiirg airaiepayers held in Nor,'embsr 1878 the pr*posed
adr:ptian of the Febli* Libraries Act by- ttre L*r:ai E*ard was apprsved. I-ar* Pemiryn

-ryanted a lease +f iire museuflr premises for thiriv -years at a no{ninai rc,t:ri, a c-ofi}ffiitiee of
firanagsment,rrJas s6E,JF anii a perury in the f was ad<isd to the Generai District F-ate fbr its
irgk-cep. The mriseirm wa-r cpenetl free to the puiblie on L lvIareh 187i and the trbrary and
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,*u**rooo. **r" o*nr 1873. Ths institution proved extremeiy popular:
the annualrcpoi-i ior 1EBL resords ihcissue at1.25fr booiis anii a ciaii,v averagc usc'by iS5
persons. A W+rking M+ri's Impr+r.ement Socie{v met h ihc !i'nra4,, anrl was 'rlie mearis

',vhereb-v- $ecr6s of -vourg men exionderd ih*r elementary e+*cati+n. 'Thus we conclude',
says iha 188i Raport, 'the rearihg rfiGirr, in conjunction nith the iibrary is ciischarging na
uaimpoi*'ant f,rnciion tr; the c+mm*nity. t*'e are quite prepareri ic c+ntest the eirmbsr si
or.. +-*ry r.{sit+rs with any otirer p*bic h*use in the tou:ii'. iTiris fraai quc'tati*fl iram th+

F{or'rh Wales Chronic.ie 7 ianuaty i882i

Thc fust Ccuaeii. after Ea-agor had reoo-:r,.cd its eharter m !.fi83, tack a-".'er respensitriif
flum the I.*cai Board itrr th+ mahtenariue oithe iibraryr and m-rrseern.

{P.E.,r*nEs, p. 74't'- "T}ie rented buiiding on High Sireei rrras too cramped b+oks 
"vereol*i ai',,f h p,:ar can<iiti*n, ai-rd vaiuabis picf*res w.ere dateriorating -*nriar the atiack of

moukl a.nd m+ths. Fe*"er than a thousand books '+rere issueil ia the early years af the

cenrriry, aiid a counoiiior a-rerred ifi 1904 that the ii'nrary '**i'as a disgra*e ta a iriwri whieh
lavs claim ta the title af '#re Aihe.ns ot-Wales'.

As the catmeli :n'as eciisidering the future of the instituticrq *,hcse iease vl'as due t+
expii:e, it ++me t+ hear ai tire g,fts +f ffi+ne*r/ that h,k An+rew Caraegie, tha weait-iry

American *teei magnatr and philanthr*pist? was makirrg for the purFilse of estabiisiring

Iibranes. iln application to Clamegle tha couneii was granted the sum *f 97,5i]0, to rryhioh

it added f,3ilii irom C.agt. Joirn Jcnes's legacy. t4zith thesc rrffis ilI min4 archiieets -f,.ere

inrrited tc suhmit rlesigEs icr a new librar-y .shi*h -*vas to he 'w+rfhy of the plaeo'. A si-re

w-as choserr otr a portion of the t-orrrrer Bishop's Park Estaie tiantrng orrto a proposeri rrew

rcad, Ffordd G;vyneCC, and the successfui architects were lnfassrs. Dtxon and Paiter af
Ir4anchester. The iibrary is built of .. red Rua-ban iirick- with <iressings af sione from ihe

-(taneliffe Quardes, Darie1.. iiale, Derbyshire, anil raoied radth P*nrhyn Quarryr, sla-r+s. A
notabie ieaalre is ths o*iag+nai trall, 15'6" x t6'6",'*'hicit is c*l'srerJ '+'ith a d*ms. A
pefirry rate widch the c*nacii was aliowed ta raise f*r iis upkeep y-ieideri €6** a year, and

this sum r,.,as considered a sufficient amo*nt. 'fJ-hen the *,'ording +f the iitie t* 'be iitscri-bed

*n the stsfls ornarfieat aiirrvc the sntrance ?v-as ciseussed, it w.as sugg*sted that it sh*uid be

in English and Weish. ;riderrnm i{en4r Lewis thought the iette,ring wauld be ts+ cramped,

aird his suggestiori thai 'Liyirgeii Frhydi i9fi?' cn-iy shcirki 'ne rnscri'ned was c.ariei.
R-ather than la-v the eanwenticr:ai faundetion stcne, itre catrnoil dccided tc erect a brass

''--''-'-'J

'rairiet in the *ntra*** ha!i, *n wirieii a suiiatrie rrxeriptiorr was engraverl. Tire iiirrary was

*peneii by ihe iirird toni Penrhln an I ido-ue.mber 19*7."

(P.E.Jones p.145i *In i915 [dunng the Frsi lVarid Warj, ...the '31. F{eiens Pals' -*l'ere

ffieisd in the city, and the cauncil iastaiie{i hot and eold water baths in the l:asement t:f -rhe

iibi'ary. Tiris faciiiqy was weli patronized in ihe 192Ss but as ihe number of courcil houses

equippo+i .,,;ith a i:ath steadily inereasod, the nilfiiber of pacple iishg it daciined; fbr i937
and 19-18 tii+ arr'erage m'as cniy i.325 Eersor-n, and the enterprise rnas iasing r$sflfl{."

[In ihe i92G's,] "ansther municipal serr{ce, ih* iibrary anfl museum, al*c face{i hard
times, Eince the council was able tc ie;rry oniy a paflrry rate for its upkeep, an<i it was €S0ti

rn debt by 1925. A new iibrarian in i930 succeeded in raising ifoe atrmber +f -uooks 
issued

fr+m around 8,00fi fl J.$ar in the iate 192fis to 4[},il$t) in thc latc i930s, but frc mli.rioufil

was a rnor€ intr"actabie proirleirr..
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r.F.E.iones p.2$9.i ''Booi<s b*rrowad from ihe iibrary increased irorn less ihan ?$,S00 a

year m 1945 io over ZSfi,C0G ifl 197fi. The iibrary was remtdeiied in ih,ela:,e i95ils to give

it xmrsra wqlcfiniftg appsaraiice" arrd a *hildrerr's iibrary';vas ifesignatael. A collcetion of
irrusic. *n re+oi'ds and cassstt-s lryas sstabiished in tire rrrid i96$s."

EAA:Frl<)l<6+tts

An ar*;hit+otural doscrip'rir:n of the Librarv +vas pri'uiishe,ri in Cadr+- -- f,teisi+ Hisioric
.\iciiztineni,i i ist cf Euii.riiriE,; af Speci*i .4rchittzctu-rai or i{istaric in{e,re,;t i198Ei. p.2-3-
r^^.i.., D,.r.'\:,-.- ,t -); .r,. -1 7 / t \.L.aiutv a'.Ei i'rlj- +J i-. ., I !.+,r.
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--irriei r:rrss-iEir+r-s uviih oi;sn neritmei:t treaimeni. Dcer-. i'-neeiers- i-esi,,:,;ns anei hi,*.aci end-
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i-,iiir-\rrr lriii-;:,. ', .,-,r,irn r.^,'iniows io ouiii havi ivith smal1 i:'rnes;- coioitircties .3irii f;Frons. )ft
Lack cerrtrai l.a.r', i,;nned +f iower ei:rrance wiiir +'-n-ril eciaicf, i-laiapei and fnrichnd ovai snteiti
:r'ir-,-+ i+ft+r'ini,-'I ilii'+t'ii Ri;1 i','ifij iqill' a+ffii+ectmhcr+C r,i'errai+ii dfltrgr?cc- r'iiiiir":alr+-r','!! rrrr i!!,-t-rM5 J
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ij1-,i1hie coors L*aii roor'iome hehind- .*,irh octatcnai iani*m- smaii-pant giazeil
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kevsiones ris*E ic cornice. ea'bi*-eni1 ui ihe matn range is advanced, with simiiar L'ui plarner

,iciaiiroiiiatonincironti\'*nttianwinio',*,'s,ric..-i inrerDai'iiorisilLrai'ds,honse-Err:+niai
trea,ie,j -sind*-.lrs '.vith. aprons., Twr: srtiiiiar ga'nie-ends t,-a rsar.;'ritii ru,*rd, sn:aii-pane, aitic
,.r;in,jows and -i-enetiar-: 

d-eriri+,j *i*oo.o,' belcw

The lnierior has a,-t ocraqonal ii:ner porch lit iri'the dome. --n",hich ilas ioiiase-cmament+d
pias-irr L:oi'der iu the hase. anct egE-aiit1-ciart" er-irnrce. Se.+nentai roof io rigirt inside, wrtii
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r,mamcnieri pigriei' ri,5i -ist n+i.li'dau raiiiaioi's. (-'ci ,i'rii' i,jhiet to pi-:rch commemcr,lt*s lhe

henei'actoi:; ul tn+ i.il''i-an'- iargei*,';:airi lbr l-'i 3n"[res Carnegie. R;icr;ncc: ]i L Liari.c. ''\ui.:s on
-rire ;rr-chit"'cnu; r-rf Euiigcr" i'rurpitirlisir'-di, p.l+ i;ro riatei."
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